Pastor’s letter

October 04, 2009

Dear parishioner,
In this Sunday’s Gospel Jesus touches a matter that during the centuries has been object of a lot of discussions and more or less correct interpretations - marriage. Today, marriage still remains a matter of extreme importance, but with some people, in some cultural contexts as ours, it is underestimated or declassed from its priority position as the basis of society.  With the term marriage we intend a bond between two people finalized to the formation of a family. The article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states, “Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.”  The marriage is founded upon the complementary of a male and a female, on the fertility of their union and on the mutual donation.

As I said above, the concept of marriage is tied up to the concept of family that constitutes a constructive brick of a community or society, as consequence of their fertility.  Nowadays such prerogative or quality of a “normal family” seems not to be considered by some who approve “homosexual marriage.”  However this is not a matter which I want to treat of today, so I will return back to the classical concept of marriage between a man and a woman.

In antiquity, since the times of Moses, marriage has always been interpreted in a rather libertine way; it was permissible when they wanted to repudiate the own partner and find another one. At that time the repudiation of the consort was in a certain sense sexist.  Only the man could decide how and when to change wife, states today’s Gospel. With the arrival of Jesus every thing changes, the conjugal union takes possession of its deep meaning. “What God has united, human beings must not divide.” (Mk. 10, 2-12)

At the beginning, when Jesus proposal of an indissoluble and faithful marriage started to become a style of life required from the Church, it was difficult to accept and to follow, also from the components of the first Christian communities.

During the centuries that followed, in Christian environments, the matrimonial union in the name of Christ became common and more and more the norm, until the Council Lateranense IV in 1215 when the Catholic church, besides clear defining some aspects of marriage such as the age of the bridegroom, possible reasons for considering void a marriage, proclaimed Christian marriage as a sacrament.

From the Council Lateranense to our days, the concept of marriage has had periods of apparent serenity and other periods, such as ours of incredible uncertainty.

In writing this letter I have had to do a brief historical search. Do you know what has mostly struck me most in carrying it out?  Simply that the habits of human beings concerning the concept of matrimony are coming back, just as before Jesus Christ, when everything was allowed:  concubinage, extramarital sex, homosexual union, divorce, etc. To tell you the truth, such finding has both marveled and puzzled me.

With the arrival of Jesus we had understood the true meaning of marriage, but with time we have come to lose it. Why? What is there that has not worked? What are we doing wrong? The first answer that comes to mind for these questions is that we should consider marriage not a way of living together forever, but a way to love forever!

To consider the person with whom I have decided to live with my whole life, not a thing that when we don’t like it anymore we put it aside, as children do with toys.

The wealth of a human being is always new and beautiful, but to see a new and beautiful human being it is always necessary to use the optics as Jesus. Otherwise, there is the risk of returning back to our primordial instincts.

Jesus says that it is possible to live with a person forever, without feeling as if in jail.

Probably, you know better than me, even before Christ, people met each other and they fell in love, lived together and they had children. To do it in the name of God, with the ideal of Jesus, all changes. To put Jesus in the center of the conjugal union makes we understand extraordinary things, new, to the individual and to the couple.

To see with the eyes of Jesus, means to see with the eyes of charity. And please pay attention, when I use the term “charity” I don’t do it because I am a priest, but because I consider myself a very practical and careful person who caters to the necessities of others.

The people have need of “charity”, they need to feel they are being understood, they need to know that we walk alongside them without disturbing them, and to realize that behind their beauty there are many things to be corrected, many problems to be resolved, many dark sides that need clarity.

Through the Word of God we can foresee our union, everything is possible without having the need to run away from reality.

I want to conclude this letter with a sentence that was used as a subtitle to a beautiful movie: “Love Story” from the 1970.  A beautiful and enigmatic sentence that for this subject has a lot of interpretations.

“Love means never having to say you’re sorry.”

Peace, Father Luciano

