Pastor’s Letter

September 06, 2009

Dear parishioner,

After the two months break in July and August, I am very happy to return and share with you my reflections on Sunday’s Word of God.

September, in a certain sense, is the month that brings us back to the “normalcy” of everyday life. For a vast majority of people, the arrival of September means the end of vacation. Children and young people return to school, and the number of people who participate in Sunday’s Mass increases as well.

One day Saint John Bosco said, “Summer is harvest time for the devil!”  He wanted to say that during summer time many people take vacations from their jobs as well as vacations from participating in the Mass. However, just between us, with a Canadian summer the devil doesn’t have much luck at his job.
The Word of God for this first Sunday of September invites us to reflect on a specific word that the priest enunciates when he comes to the near end of every baptism: “Ephphatha”.

This Aramaic word, which many translate as an invocation from Jesus as, “Be recovered!” or “Recover badly from yours!” simply means, “Be opened!” A small and simple word filled with deep meanings.

As we may gather, in the intention of every miracle performed by Jesus, there is not only His desire to help people recover from their infirmities, but there is also His desire to communicate with us. Jesus gives the miracle a meaning that doesn’t limit itself to the appearance, to the physical benefit received by the person, but goes beyond it and transforms it into an invitation for all of us to listen and communicate with God.

In this Sunday’s letter I would like to reflect upon this matter of listening and communication.

I remember when I was a little boy, approximately 43 or 44 years ago, my father bought our first TV. It was a huge event. The arrival of the TV in our family had a magical effect; it totally changed our style of life. For every member of the family, every moment was a good opportunity to sit down and watch TV. Also during supper, the only moment of communion in which the whole family was found reunited, the TV soon took the place of our family communion.

During supper we didn’t communicate anymore, all of us were spellbound by the TV, Nobody exchanged words anymore, only what was essential: “Please, pass some bread” or “Some water, please!”

One day my father said: “Starting tomorrow the TV won’t be here anymore, but in the living room! At dinner time I would like to talk with you and not watch TV!”

A correct and wise decision from my parents, but I remember that such decision was certainly not welcomed with enthusiasm from us children.

Already at that time, the TV, this beautiful and useful tool of communication, was motive for lack of communication in families.

Unfortunately the problem still continues to exist, and not only because of the TV, but other beautiful and useful tools of communication such as computers, black berries, etc., in one way or another, take away time and space from interpersonal communication and listening.

The absence of communion and communication in families also pours into the community, causing evident barriers with one another. It is increasingly difficult to open ourselves to others. We find it harder and harder to share our life, our experiences, and our difficulties with others. We have the tendency to build our personal, but unfortunately very fragile world, around us.  The interferences of others become motive for loss our equilibrium and personal safety.

In other words, we see other people as potential, hostile persons from which to take distance.

I wonder, why don’t we expose our problems, our difficulties to the people with which we have confidence? Why don’t we open up to others with serenity? And let me ask you another question, does this difficulty of communication exist just between us, the human being, or is it also with God?

In this Sunday’s Gospel Jesus recovers “a man who was deaf and who had an impediment in his speech” using an unusual exclamation, “Ephphatha. Be open.”
In this act, Jesus intends for the human being to give importance to listening and communication.

In this miracle Jesus invites us to receive of the Word of God in us, and then to meditate upon it and to share it with others. For it is very important for us to find a place where it is possible to meditate on the Word of God in solitude, so that we may communicate with God with absolute liberty and confidence. We need to create an intimate dialogue with God that allows us to live life with more joy and optimism, with Him and with those that live around us.

“Ephphatha,” means to communicate with God and among ourselves, and so we must start sharing our opinions and ideas and learn and to make ourselves available to others, be ready to listen with our hearts and our minds, ready to be understanding of the difficulties of others, of their joys and pains.

But there exists a problem; how can we listen to God and others if our ears are disconnected from communication from our heart and our mind?

Peace, Father Luciano
